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It is wit L gloomy forebodings that we await the

stinging lash of criticism and reproach—criticism
thrice hard to bear because it is merited; reproach
thrice difficult to endure because it is justified.

Not a word of defense is there to offer; not an
extenuating circumstance to plead. The consti-
tuted authority of the state had not been called
upon in vain. No crime had gone unpunished,
no court had been remiss in its duty, no ennmmal
was about to escape. There was not the slight-
est excuse for mob wviolence on the threadbare
plea that justice was about to be outraged.

Iu this particular inStance, at least, the judicial
system had dealt out justice so swift and 86 se-
vere as to =atisfy the most exacting. The culprit
had been heard and condemned to die. What more
can the law give by way of retribution? What is
there left by way of punishment? What could
this mob hope to do that the state bad not already
déne, except to satiate that blood lust and morbid
antipathy which have no place in civilized com-
munities?

Bestial cruelty, though seemingly sanctioned by
righteous indignation, never did, and never will,
strengthen those customs, institutions and stand-
ards which make society respectable and the in-
dividual's hife safe.

Gradually, but invariably, the world has been

compelled to abandon its stern and  barbarous
miéthods of punishment. The human mind will
not and can not associate torture and brutality
with civilized ideals. '

This Waco mob has done more than wreak a
terrible vengeance on a pitifully weak and help-
less individual whom the courts had already
doomed. It has indulged in an orgy of passion,
the brutalizing influence of which can mnot be
measured in time or numbers. No man, woman
or child who saw that exhibition of ungovernable
temper will ever forget it. No man, woman or
child who witnessed it, finding himself or herseli
in a position where violence can be employed, but
will think of it as an excuse.

“They did such a thing in the cultured, reput-
able City of Waco," men will say. “Why should
not we do likewise?”

Precedent is a powerful factor in life; poweriul
for evil as well as for good.
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Georgia, that we scolded so excitedly because of
the Frank affair, what will Georgia have to say?

New York, that we ridiculed because of ~the
Thaw case, what will New York have to say?

What will they all have to say, East, West,
North and South; and no matter what they say,
how shall we answer except to bow our heads in
shame? :

~We have denounced the Germans for certain
alleged atrocities in Belgium; we have called up-
on the world to nstrmu; Turkey for her treatment
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pended sentence in order to give the condemned

every benefit of human compassion.
Now we stand before the world, confessedly in-

volved in one of the most revolting tragedies of
modern times; a tragedy which for sheer barbar-
ism has seldom been paralleled in American his-
tory.

To burn a human being; it i3 a horrible thing.
It never has been dome and it never will be done
except to detract from those that do the burning.

The Chronicle does not seek to palliate the oi-
ferse of the abnormal black who perpetrated that
most abhorrent of crimes.
him entirely out of consideration. It is not him,

nor his race, that has been affected; it is the hun- |

dreds of whites who participated, the thousands
who looked on, the millions who will read.

The sovereignty of the great State of Texas,
the coostituted authority of the United States,
have been defied and outraged in order that an
angry mob might make the last few moments of a
negro, already condemned to death, more horrible
than the law decrees; so horrible indeed that no
respectable citizen of this state would lower him-
self to declare them justified by any conceivable
act
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There isn't a man who participated in the burn-
ing of that negro who dares to confess it before
Governor James E. Ferguson.

There i1sn't a man that participated in it who
dares tell Woodrow Wilson that he did.

There isn't a man that participated in it who
dares get upon a public platform in any of the
ten largest cities of this state and say s

That is how bad it is. "

It is so bad that thousands must.

It is so bad that silence must be maj
though that silence amount to perj

And what will it do to offset this secret creep-
ing evil? 3

What will it*accomplish that a legal execution
wouldn't have accomplished?

What has brutal punishment ever accomplished ?

The report of this gecurrence will go round the
world. It 48 too unusual, too much 'out of the

ordinary, too unbelievable, to be suppressed.

It can hardly be duph:atcd in any civilized na-
tion during the past fifty years.

When has England had a-burning even in the
most barbarous of her colonial possessions?

When has France, when has Germany, when has
Russia, when has, Jﬂpﬂ.n}

Go to the records, you who think this is 2 com-
monplace event; you who can not understand why
people are herrified. Go to the records and see
how many similar events have occurred in modern
times.

(o to the records and see how many instances
you can find where a human being, white, black,
vellow, red or any other color, has I;,een burned in
the public square of a city of 40 JL000 people, while
4 vast comc

concourse of men, women and children
locked on and where there was no % sem-
: an effective p

ed even
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iﬁ'ﬂs not in the dead of night;
affair; not an ’ﬂﬂ
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