Corsicana. Texas,.
way.3rd. I9I6,

My dear M.p.0.

During the peat two weeks I have a.ttempt.ad to write you a
personal lefter and have faiged to comply with my desire. First it has
been diffeewtlt to get the time to do it thoroughly; secondly. I knew vou
were overwhelmed with other matters, and it seemed best to let the maté
ger reet awhile,

The firet thing I'3 like to put in order is the fact that
my return to Corsicana was not a prearanged plan. I wanted your permis-
slon kmras Pres. to return, and the remark I made to you at the Brazas
"I am so glad youhave given me your permission to return %o Corsicana,

I think I would have gome anyway, but I wanted you to say I could"., w=zs
not said in the spirit of wanting to force you or in définamce, and I
realized later it needed an explaination. My dessire to return was honest
and due to an overwhelming sense to put into opperation the possibiliti-
esl saw here. I had met people here who knew my wprk in the East, and &
if there was a place iIn Texas where I could "prove" myself it was here.
There was nointent to cverride you, or force frem you a decision you dia
not want to give; this latter I faney would be impcssible,
A

- After our painful interview, I set to worE to get a semnsc
~of values, I soon realized how absolutely you weee tied by the promises
to keep tje names of the complainants secret. So I made upmy mind I
would work out my salvation to the best of m¥ understanding; and wrote
to meny of the places where I had been speaking, asking if anything in
my talke or actions , to their minds. would reflect diecredit on Suffrage
aleo if they had heard remarke to this effect from the general public.
I further stat d that I desired thie infommation to aseist me in my wnrﬁ
belng a stranger to the South I wanted to offend no one, and wanted an
honeet opinion of my work. Also urged that they get behind thoese in
favor cf suffrage and financially assist the State Asen. I have recetveqd
many replies, either by letter or byvisites from theee people. Ft. Worth
has written egeveral times regretting that they have not raised the money
to have me back again. lMre Sims of Bryan was here last week and made a
gpecial effort toolet the people here know that she saw the value of my
work down here, Mres Spell of Waco the same. I asked Mres Spell if she ha+
heard me say anything that could be eriticised and she firmly declared
she had heared only praise, and that she herself wgs overjoyedaat the
opportunity of hearing me again and that she heped I eould comé to Waco
scon, Mre Armstrong and Mrs Mahoney came here to & meeting advertised in
the papere, 3 without any questioning on my part they explained the reascn
for not having me come to Dallasg when the suggestlon was made at their .
reeting, simply because the occasion did not warrant the expence, and
if ever {hey weee going to do any work they must try themselves out on
the small organization meetings and not alwaye ¢all ,for an organizer to
come and do their work for them. -

There is one thing above 2all cthers I want you to under-
stand, and that is: Ihave not remained in Texae in any sense of defiance,
but to do the work that has to bedone and to prove to my own satisfiiction
es well as othere that my work is right and good, alsé that vou did not
make 2 mlstake in judgement, even though there has beenm an endeavor to
prﬂTE 1t 20 «

: 0f course there have been some mistakes, but these were
due mainly to the enormity 6f th:s etste, and & desire to cover as mugh
territory



